Particle size classifications
	Grain Size
	Descriptive Terminology

	phi 
	mm
	Udden (1914) and Wentworth (1922)
	Friedman and

Sanders (1978)
	Blott and Pye (2001)

	
	
	
	Very large boulders
	
	

	-11
	2048
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Large boulders
	Very large
	     Boulders

	-10
	1024
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Medium boulders
	Large
	

	-9
	512
	Cobbles
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Small boulders
	Medium
	

	-8
	256
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Large cobbles
	Small
	

	-7
	128
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Small cobbles
	Very small
	

	-6
	64
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Very coarse pebbles
	Very coarse
	     Gravel

	-5
	32
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Coarse pebbles
	Coarse
	

	-4
	16
	Pebbles
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Medium pebbles
	Medium
	

	-3
	8
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Fine pebbles
	Fine
	

	-2
	4
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Granules
	Very fine pebbles
	Very fine
	

	-1
	2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Very coarse sand
	Very coarse sand
	Very coarse
	     Sand

	0
	1
	
	
	
	

	
	microns
	Coarse sand
	Coarse sand
	Coarse
	

	1
	500
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Medium sand
	Medium sand
	Medium
	

	2
	250
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Fine sand
	Fine sand
	Fine
	

	3
	125
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Very fine sand
	Very fine sand
	Very fine
	

	4
	63
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Very coarse silt
	Very coarse
	     Silt

	5
	31
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Coarse silt
	Coarse
	

	6
	16
	Silt
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Medium silt
	Medium
	

	7
	8
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Fine silt
	Fine
	

	8
	4
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Very fine silt
	Very fine
	

	9
	2
	Clay
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Clay
	Clay
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